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REDWO0D REGION
President's Message
Kurt Fischer

It is a rainy Monday after a great weekend on our annual trip to meet up with the Sacramento Valley Region to

terrorize the little village of Mendocino...Porsche style! See Bill's article and pics in this issue. Bravo to all that
attended and for those of you that did not attend with your garage queens safely tucked away all nice and dry...we
have your names and numbers! Nature has its way of cleaning your suspension and bottoms...its called rain!
Our season for the year is all but done with only our Holiday Party scheduled for December 13, 2008. All the details
are in this issue. The Flamingo Hotel is owned by our member and noted race driver, Pierre Ehret, winner of the 2003
24 Hours of Daytona in a Porsche with an overall win driving one of Kevin Buckler's TRG cars!
Like Kevin, Pierre also owns a winery, Ehret Family Winery and last year at our Holiday Party, Pierre shows up with a
case of his stunning Cabernet Sauvignon to share with our group! This is another reason why we are the "Redwine
Region"...superb reds by our members! Check out their website http://www.ehretfamilywinery.com/index.html

Watch for a Blast email from us with your electronic ballot for your officers for 2009 in the next couple of days. We
will have a paper mail in ballot for those of you that are computer or email free.

Upcoming on New Year's Day is noted car collector, Martin Swig, famous organizer of the California Mille Rally and his
Annual Anti-Football Run that starts and ends in Sausalito.
There is a December 1st deadline for entering the Anti-Football Run and here is the PDF file for entry.
http://www.californiamille.com/pdf/AntiFootballEntry09.pdf In the past we have had several Redwood Region
members attend this nice run...rain or shine! Let us have a good turn out from the Redwood Region for those cars
that are 25 years and older! We do not need football...lunch and a sweatshirt for $35.00...a great deal in this time of
uncertainty! TIVO the bowl games and let us go for a ride!
Now, speaking of financial uncertainty, our favorite car company pulls a fast one of the world's economy and
particular the dreaded "short sellers" in the stock market and hedge funds. Porsche secretly buys a lot of VW stock,
which makes the short sellers scramble to cover their short sells and quickly nets Porsche a cool 5 billion Euros!
Looks like the feuding cousins going back a few months, the Porsche's and Piech's are now the kissing cousins with
lots of money! See the carnage described here...
http://www.thefirstpost.co.uk/45766,features,how-porsche-stung-the-hedge-funds-philip-delves-broughton

Will Porsche lower the prices of the cars they sell us based on this windfall profit...I doubt it! We can hope for more
Porsche involvement in IRL; open wheeled racing and perhaps a top LMP1 car for the ALMS series and more Porsche
powered cars for the Grand AM races.

Just as you, thought is was safe to drive in San Francisco without distractions; I get this email from Mike Klunk, one
of our members swearing he saw 2 of the new Porsche Panamera's cruising around the big City. Turns out that Mike
was not going crazy...and the aliens have indeed landed in the City by the Bay. A quick note to another Redwood
Region member, Brian Cooley, Editor at Large for CNET Car Tech and Brian quickly blogs his thoughts on the
mysterious Panamera, which I still think is being partially camouflaged from our prying eyes.
Here is Brian's blog on the sighting. http://reviews.cnet.com:80/8301-13746_7-10072446-48.html
After I read Brian's take on the Panamera, I quickly emailed Brian back telling him to keep the faith. I related to him
our dismay when Porsche first announced the Cayenne until my first drive on the back roads of Sonoma County in one
of our members Cayenne Turbo at speeds my poor old SC would never achieve. I am sure that the Panamera will be
every bit a true Porsche when we get to see it alive in 2009!
Look for details of the outstanding events we have planned in 2009 in next month's der Riesenbaum. Your club is
striving to keep you all happy with varied events to keep all the factions of the Redwood Region occupied!

Hope to see a lot of you at the upcoming Holiday Party. Did I mention that your club is picking up a share of the
total cost as our way of showing our gratitude for your participation?

More rain today as I finish this column...we need the water and already the brown hillsides are greening up! As
always, keep the shiny side up particularly in this wet weather! Want me...need me...here I am! Remember the
Flash!
Truk50@ix.netcom.com

Editor's Corner
Bill Walters

Hmmm, what to write about? I know, since Kurt brought it up, how about the upcoming

Annual New Year's Day Anti-Football Run? This event is hosted by Martin Swig and is a glorious event for auto
enthusiasts in the Bay Area. Starting at Poggio's in Sausalito, it runs four hours though the backroads and ends up
right where you left off for lunch, assuming your car makes it. It is a very scenic event for both landscapes and cars,
costs you $35 bucks and you can register online, get answers to questions at the website Kurt provided in his
Message or Google "Anti-Football Run". They prefer cars 25 years or older (1984) but no one's really looking I hear.
So come on out rain or shine. Hey, I like football as well as the next guy, but a few hours ain't gonna hurt ya! Feel
free to contact me or Lynn as we live right up the street if you need.
OK. So my roll as editor for 2008 is winding down; I have one more issue that will be posted around the first of the
New Year and then I gear it up again in 2009. I still am invigorated by this post, it keeps me from an idle mind and
thus, Lynn is happier. There is always something challenging to write about and I really enjoy meeting new members
and keeping up with our friends, my pleasure.

This issue covers our first ever Annual Meeting at the Flying Cloud Farm, David Bunch's real nice piece on the 2008
Escape, we cover our Mendocino Overnight, Kurt's cool blurb on Larry Robison's continuing first place finishes with
the Porsche Racing Club at Infineon and the CSRG events there on October 12, plus the Autocross on the 11th. Also,
not to be overlooked is Jerry Gladstone's column, our advertisers and the Classifieds. All good stuff.
As always, let me know of errors and omissions or articles you wish to contribute; all are welcome. Let's see you out
there!
Ed.

Upcoming Holiday Party, December 13th !

It is time for the Annual Redwood Region...Holiday
We are once again holding it at the:
Flamingo Hotel
2777 Fourth Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
707-545-8530
When: Saturday, December 13, 2008

Party!

We will have a gag gift exchange with a white elephant twist so be creative and limit your present to less than
$10!
For those of you that wish to spend the night, we have discount rooms available at $89 per night. Contact the
Flamingo directly for your reservation. Tell them you are a Porsche Club member!
There will be a corkage charge of $12.00 per bottle if you would like to bring your own wine. There will be a full
service, no host cash bar available.
Now... when you respond with your RSVP...we will need your check for $50 per person sent to:
Lynn Walters
62 Glen Drive
Sausalito, CA 94965
Lynn's email is lynntillotsonwalters@yahoo.com. Please respond directly to her with your RSVP.
Here is the menu for our night of festivity and since this a buffet; there will be enough of each entrée for all.
Cocktails will be at 6:00PM and dinner at 7:00 PM in the Courtyard 1 and 2 rooms.
The Redwood Region is picking up part of total tab for this event as our way sharing with our members!
So... please join us to celebrate the season and our good fortune!

Holiday Menu
Flamingo Winter Salad Bar

Crisp Winter Greens, Cucumbers, Grape Tomatoes
Raspberry Vinaigrette, Ranch Dressing
Flamingo Holiday Caesar Salad with Sweet Shrimp
Fresh Asparagus Display with Toasted Hazelnuts, Dijon Mustard Dressing
Apple Raisin Salad
Anti Pasto Salad Bar
Italian Meat and Cheese Platter
Salami, Fresh Mozzarella, Tomatoes, Pepperoncinis, Pickled Vegetables
Gorgonzola, Artichoke Hearts, Mushrooms, Mixed Olives
Entrees
Certified Angus Prime Rib Au Jus
Pink Salmon
Champagne Sauce, Pink Peppercorns with Fresh Chives
Penne Pasta with Roasted Garlic Cream Sauce
Sun Dried Tomatoes and Fresh Basil
Chef's Starch
Roasted Ruby Reds Potatoes

Wild Rice Pilaf
Seasonal Winter Vegetables
Accompanied By:
Sourdough Rolls and Butter
Coffee, Decaf and Selection of Teas
Deluxe Holiday Dessert Station
Decorated Yule Log
Petite French Pastries
Cream Puffs, Napoleons, Éclairs
Pumpkin Cheese Cake
Black Forest Cake
Amaretto Mousecake

Mark Your Calendar
November
November 1-2
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 25th
November 29

Redwood Region Overnight to Mendocino

RR Board Meeting

December
December 13

Holiday Party - Flamingo Hotel - Santa Rosa

Redwood Region Annual Meeting - October 5, 2008
Bill Walters

Our Region's bylaws require us to host an annual meeting where all of our members can meet and share thoughts,
ideas and opinions regarding the club. We finally had our first such meeting on a Sunday at a place known as the
Flying Cloud Farm in Petaluma.

Member John Bergman knew of the Flying Cloud Farm and its capacity to hold large events indoors and out. Kurt
Fischer and Jerry Gladstone contacted the Owners, Jim and Jeannette Bell, and scoped the place out and agreed with

John that this would make a perfect setting for the club to hold our meeting.
We also had to corral at least 100 of you prior to the event to be cost effective for the farm to host the luncheon. 97
signed up for the event and a total of 80 made it out that day.

The farm is approached by a long uphill curving driveway, which leads to a large level parking area where Kurt

diligently directed some 35 Porsches into place. Members were coming up at a comfortable rate for almost an hour,
park, and check in with Lynn and me upon entering the grounds.

Porsches in the lot

Kurt and Lynn

Jeannette welcomed us as we ambled into trellised garden area where eleven cloth covered tables allowed up to eight
to meet and mingle prior to the buffet. The buffet included chicken provencale, green bean and red onion salad,
couscous with veggies and triple chocolate cream cheese brownies. Most of us brought our own wines to share and
the camaraderie was free.

Kurt and Jerry called our attention to center stage where Kurt gave us a briefing on what we can expect next year

saying that if we enjoyed our events this year, for 2009, "you ain't seen nothing yet!" Jerry informed us on the
upcoming balloting and those attending board members were introduced to applause. Some light speeches were
welcomed from David Bunch, Rob Neidel and myself regarding future activities and praising our members for the high
attendance at our events.

Anke & Justin Rains, Yvonne Hurson, Mac &
Becky Cranford, Jerry and Marcia Gladstone.

Cheryl Lawton and BingBing Jiang

Kurt mentioned that next year would yield some 9 autocross events, that our new lunch run to Stormy's Tavern will
be offered again, and that it will be the Redwood Regions 40th anniversary and that John and Wynne Bergman would
offer their home and grounds to those who wish to participate in the festivities.

Finally, I enjoyed watching all 80 of you smiling, laughing and engaging yourselves with friends seeming to have the
time of your lives. It makes me very proud and as I said to you, you all make the club as special as it is. We are
blessed.

Susan Lowe, Markie Stephens, Kat Forsythe with
daughter Kate and Carol Garcia.

CSRG at Infineon - October 12
Story by Kurt Fischer with Justin Rains pics.

It was a chilly and blustery morning at Infineon Raceway on Sunday, October 12, 2008 where about 20 of
us gathered to watch the Classic Sports Racing Group (CSRG) vintage races. One remembers to dress in
layers for any race at Infineon!

The CSRG races are a hidden gem at Infineon Raceway; the variety of cars is astounding and most
important are the vast numbers of Porsches racing in this series. You have never seen a finer collection of
356's both Coupes and Speedsters in their dazzling liveries along with a slew of 911's and our own Dann
Boeschen with his stunning 906!

The day warmed up, the winds diminished, and after lunch; the races began in earnest! We found our

way to the grandstands to watch the run groups that were quite large with 40+ cars wield their way around
the 11 turns of Infineon! We had our favorites to watch... of course the Porsches!
These races are only 10 laps long but a lot of passing still takes place... with the slower cars being lapped
several times in this short race. Imagine a 200+ HP 904 6 cylinder against a 1948 MG-TC with maybe 70
HP on a good day and you get the picture. In this race, we watched the 904 so far ahead of the rest of the
field it was laughable... until the 904 driver lost something and pitted after maybe 5 laps. We saw the poor
904 on the trailer later that day... looking forlorn and we hoped the best for its driver and the car! Current
prices for 904's range from a cool $500 to 750K dollars depending on the provenance; these are museum
pieces that race with vengeance!

The rest of the non-Porsches was equally stunning...1957 Ferrari Testarossa, late '30's Alfa Romeo Grand
Prix car both of which are in the 10-15 million-dollar range. Vintage racing is the only place that you will
see this caliber of automobiles outside of a museum!

Now, the rescue of Redwood Region member story unfolds...as we make our way back to the parking

area, we find Dean Lyon in his concours winning blue 1964-356C Coupe stranded in the parking lot.
Dean had neglected to turn off his lights when he arrived and his battery was deader than a doornail. With
the help of a passer by with jumper cables and Mac Cranford's Boxster S and plenty of CALTRANS kind of
help, Dean's car was fired up and ready for him to depart. Dean swore that he would carry his jumper
cables at all times in the future!

Our next car corral will be in June 2009 for the Wine Country Classics where this year we had 95+ cars in
the Redwood Region corral. If you have never attended, vintage races in the past...be there...aloha!

Autocross - October 11
Kurt Fischer with John Jackson pics.
Don Cameron

After cancelling the proposed shootout
between the Redwood Region and the Empire Sports Car Association (ESCA) on October 4 due to inclement
weather, we were ready to wage this matchup last Saturday!
Our outgoing Autocross Director, Mike Thomas did his farewell course design to incorporate the newest
section at the extreme southern end of Taxiway W called the "jellybean" by ESCA. A very slippery jellybean
with painted concrete in places made for lots of fun. Many thanks to Mike's 3-year commitment as our
Autocross Director...we will truly miss his fun courses!

50 drivers from both PCA and ESCA dared the challenging course with 12 runs for the day and the
winner with Top Time of the Day was Jim Winston with a blistering 54.110! Now, Jim is a member of both
PCA and ESCA...so who was the winner? I would say both clubs! Of the top 10 places, we had 5 PCA and 5
ESCA members...I would call the day a draw!
Tristan Bayless, who works at Tillman's German Car, our sponsor for Autocross, brought prizes for the top
3 finishers in both the men's and women classes. Tristan graciously bowed out of the competition for the
prizes since he was the awarder!
Jim Winston took home a beautiful 911 GT2 model in 1:18 scale, Craig LaMonthe from ESCA, a Porsche
carbon fiber pen and Don Cameron with PCA a Ruf poster! On the women's side, Alycia Strobel, a stylish
wool hat, Nancy Doval with ESCA, the carbon fiber pen and Esther Schaut the Ruf poster!
This was our last Autocross of the year so time to hang up your sticky tires until the 2009 season where
David Bunch takes over as Autocross Director! We are planning another 9 dates in 2009.
Below are the complete results and we will do this shootout again next year with ESCA!

Name

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Jim Winston
Tristan Bayless
Craig LaMonthe
Don Cameron
Craig Hammond
Guy Southern
Dean Lyon
Mac Cranford
Doug Winter
Tom Strobel
Keith Miller
Rob Woollen
Henry Seitz
Larry Burgess
Alex Ivakhenko
Glen Marks
Andy Brian
Eric Siedentopf
Mike Thomas
Jan Bolt
Mike de Jung
Larry Inman
Bill Newton
Steve de Jung
Marty Peinkofer
John Castellano

Region

Car

Year Class Best
Time

RR/ESCA
RR/ESCA
ESCA
RR
ESCA
ESCA
RR
RR
RR
RR
ESCA
RR
ESCA
GGR
ESCA
RR
RR
ESCA
RR
ESCA
RR
GGR
RR
RR
RR
ESCA

Datsun 240
911 S
Datsun 240
911
Mazda RX-7
Corvette
911
Boxster S
Cayman S
911
Mazda RX-7
911 Turbo
M Benz
Mitsu EVO
Miata
Cayman S
914
Mustang
914
Corvette
911
911
912
911
Spyder
Subaru

1971
1975
1972
1983
1983
1999
1970
2000
2006
1979
1983
1996
1987
2005
1997
2008
1975
2006
1974
2006
1985
1989
1968
1985

fun
fun
fun
AX 9
fun
fun
AX 10
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
AX 13
AX 6
fun
fun
1997 fun

54.110
54.238
54.949
55.058
55.415
55.712
56.144
56.277
56.297
56.527
56.531
56.577
57.047
57.068
57.099
57.358
57.409
57.517
57.564
57.598
57.766
57.825
57.957
58.030
58.120
58.197

TTOD-M

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Dan Cooper
Jim Hurson
Dennis Roberts
Eric Haas
Scott Peterson
Blaine Pope
Alycia Strobel
Nancy Doval
Sam Williamson
Grady Carter
Travis Peterson
Michael Monete
Esther Schaut
Joe Lee
Vern Rogers
Josh Inman
Simon Kirby
Kurt Fischer
John Schliemann
Joe Tachis
Kim Fiori
Wayne Graner
Tony Schliemann
Lisa Hebert

RR
RR
ESCA
ESCA
RR
ESCA
RR
ESCA
GGR
RR
RR
RR
GGR
RR
GGR
RR
RR
ESCA
RR
RR
RR
ESCA
RR

911
911
Lotus
VW
911
Camaro
BMW M3
VW
M Benz
Boxster S
Scion
911
911
912
911
911
911
911 SC
Miata
911
914-6
BMW 318i
914
Spyder

1995
1971
2007
2004
1975
1995
1995
2007
?
2002
2009
1988
2007
1968
2005
1989
2002
1980
1995
1988
1970
1998
1974

AX 13
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
AX 13
fun
fun
fun
AX 16
fun
AX 13
fun
AX 15
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun
fun

58.241
58.332
58.532
58.572
58.639
58.751
58.784
58.977
59.071
59.102
59.233
59.602
59.802
59.891
60.365
60.528
60.691
60.765
61.202
62.475
62.752
63.168
63.331
63.546

TTOD-L

Marty Peinkofer

Redwood Region Member Takes Home Gold
Kurt Fischer

At the Porsche Racing Club's (PRC) stint at Infineon Raceway on October 25-26th, saw our member, Larry Robison
take home the gold in the PCA GT4 class.

Larry ran flawlessly both on Saturday in a field of 33 cars and Sunday with 27 cars. Clicking off laps in the 1:48
minute range, Larry easily lapped other cars and some more than twice in these 30-minute races!
Larry's car started life as a '68 911. Mat Lowrance in Reno built it about 8 years ago. Mat has been building and
driving fast air-cooled 911s in California for more than 20 years.
His car is an amalgam of "appropriate" parts, including suspension and brake parts from a 930, a 2.8-liter RSR motor
with Haltech fuel injection and Elgin cams that makes about 240 hp at the rear wheels. The car weighs 2100 lbs. with
the driver securely attached. The only original items are the tub and the driver's door. It looks like a Porsche but
everything else is modified, even trick front clip uses welded tubes to hold the front fenders and air dam.

Larry has won all 10 PRC races this season...in his 1st year of wheel-to-wheel racing! Way to go...Larry! Best of
luck in the 2009 season!

Overnight to Mendocino - November 1-2, 2008
Bill Walters

Lynn and I were lucky enough to stay at Rob and Mary Neidel's Petaluma abode over Halloween, (Party!) So we

had a short drive to meet those braving the year's first rains at Kal's Kafe Mocha in Santa Rosa. David Bunch who
was to lead us up to our overnight in Mendocino had made a last minute change of plans for us to squeeze in a decent
breakfast at Kal's rather than wine taste in the rain later on.
Following a warm meal, about 40 of us left around 10 am for our journey up north on 101 to Cloverdale to turn
northwest headed out on 128 to the coast and on up to Mendocino. We were immediately hit with some heavy rain
pelting our windshields in heavy sheets only to let up to a steady pour as we hit Hwy 128. I happened to be positioned
behind Claude and Sara Boulware's Tangerine '74 Targa as it was storming ahead of us heading towards the
ocean, the black slickened road's yellow line, and the dropped fronds of redwoods, burning orange, became a perfect
mesmerizing color blend with their car. The water soaked trunks of oak and maple contrasted sharply with the greens
and highly bright yellows of the maple leaves and buckeye, which seemed as if plugged in, lighting the way around
turns.

Finally reaching the coast, the skies turned into a light sprinkling by the time we arrived into the quaint little artisan

populated village of Mendocino. As no kite flying was to be had, groups scattered into lunch/bar venues, me especially
to watch my Florida Gators hand the Georgia Bulldogs' coach his worst lost ever! It all seemed to work out as we had
a healthy, toasty lunch of Sheppard's Pie, salads and Clam Chowder's. Just right for a rainy day.
By mid-afternoon, we headed a few miles up the coast to Fort Bragg, checked into our hotels for a nap, a freshen-up
and then a Social at David and Sharon's room where smart thinking had assembled items from our goodie store for us
to pounce upon. Ray Fiore had scheduled our reservations for 7-ish at Silver's on the Wharf where we would meet our
travelers from the Sacramento area who also made the trip.
The Wharf had set up a large private room with seven tables seating eight (49 total) for our bountiful dinner. The
popular choices were the Oven Roasted Prime Rib, Scampi with veggies, and the Petrale Sole. Each table had bottles
of red and white wines, Cabs and Chardonnays; by 9:00, we were sated. A few tables tempted fate ordering some
overly decadent desserts shared with multiple spoons. Good stuff.

Come Sunday morning, eight of us with brave souls broke off and followed Ray Fiore and Carmen Shaw up north
to the Fort Bragg Grange No. 162 for the $6.00 breakfast of flapjacks, eggs, ham steak, hash browns and coffee. I

have attempted to describe this venue in previous issues but I still seem to come up short of perfection. As a nondescript old school building beside the road, the only way to know you have arrived is by the swarm of cars, minivans
and pick-ups parked, piled up, around and down both sides of the highway.
Entering up a few front steps, through the door, and you are immediately inside a mess hall with sea of Formica
tables easily holding 200 feasting people. Adjacent, to the left, there is a separate 1500 square foot room holding
another 50 people, mostly seated around the room, waiting for their number to be shouted out by the captain to be
escorted to a freshly vacated table. This room has a stage on one end, and a blackboard and quartz clock (one hour
slow) on the opposite wall. The perimeter of the room is lined with red, fatigued, oversized naugahide chairs from
Alice in Wonderland. A woman who is easily in her eighties sits near the stage playing an accordion, slightly rocking
with eyes closed while another seated woman is knitting next to her, eyes open. No one in the room is younger than
50. In the middle, there is a line of tables displaying knitted and crocheted knick-knacks, bric-a-brac, teddy bears and
quilts. The air is musty, the chatter is loud and the ambiance is surreal/alien. You must experience this at least once.
We were told they easily serve 6-700 people between 8 am and 12 when they close the doors. Cannot beat a sixdollar greasy breakfast like that. I can still taste it.

Our room check out time was eleven or twelve depending on where you lodged and most of us had decided to head
home or make a goodbye visit at Dick's Bar in Mendocino before heading home. We happened to stop in Boonville for
a caffeine fix and ran into Penny Bair and Tracy Winn, new members who were enjoying some brunch and
reflecting on their first PCA event. They wanted to know what was up next for the club. Well, that would be the
Holiday Party December 13th at the Flamingo Hotel, Santa Rosa. Discount rooms are available. See notice in this
edition for details.

John Jackson pic.

PCA Escape 2008
Journey to Land of Enchantment
David Bunch... pics by David and Vern Rogers

Vern Rogers pic.

The middle of September found a group from the Redwood Region heading to Albuquerque, New Mexico for
the 2008 ESCAPE event hosted by the Roadrunner Region. Since Redwood Region had hosted the very first
PCA ESCAPE, I was interested to see how another region would compare to our effort. The drive was over
1100 miles and would take a day & half to complete. I must say the drive from Bakersfield to Albuquerque is
some of the MOST BORING driving I have ever done!

Attending ESCAPE from the Redwood Region were Alex DiChiara & Sal Princiotto, Steve & Cherryl Glenn,
Vern Rogers & Susan Stuart, Scott & Catherine Downie, Bruce Wint, Sharon Neidel & I.
Some of the group had left from the North Bay on Tuesday morning but Sharon & I headed out early on
Wednesday. We arrived in Albuquerque at the Marriott ESCAPE"S host hotel just in time to register for Escape
only to find chaos due to the late setup of "Registration" due to the fact that one of the candidates for
president had spent the night and left mid-morning causing the hotel to be on "lockdown".
Then thanks to the overnight visitor, the rooms were late being cleaned so even though we checked in we
could not get our room for another 3 hours. So I headed out to wash the Porsche at the Escape "Car washing"
station only to find the truck had ran out of water and had to go get refilled.
I felt very sorry for the owner of the burgundy 997 that had soaped up his Porsche only to have no water to
rinse it. Finally, I was able to wash the Porsche and get into our room just in time to change clothes and head
to the Tanoan Country Club for the Escape Concours. The Concours was held on the golf course with the
clubhouse overlooking more than 150 Porsches parked on the grass, all grouped by model. Each attendee had
a ballot to vote on different categories.

David Bunch

Friday morning came and we headed to the parking lot where the ten different "Escape Driving Tours" were

leaving from and lined up behind our tour leader's Porsche. I said to Sharon, "I think we are going on some
really good roads" and she asked me why? Steven Stacy, our tour leader was driving his Carrera GT! We had
signed up for the "Very Large Array & Pie Town Tour".
The Very Large Array/VLA is one of the world's premier astronomical radio observatories, consisting of 27 large
radio antennas in a Y-shaped layout. The layout gives the resolution of an antenna being 22 miles in diameter.
I will say that the New Mexico roads do not have much scenery to look at. However, I will say that the roads
are straight and other than around the few towns, not many police were seen. I drove the morning part of the
tour and spent much of the time cruising at 100 mph.
I did notice that the "Speed Limit" signs had the speed covered by duct tape. We stopped outside the VLA as
we had found out that it was closed for "electrical maintenance". We could see one of the antennas just across
of the road and the rest off in the distance.

David Bunch

While driving thru a small town the leader pulled to the side of the road and I watched a group of people

running around and changing Porsches. Manny Alban, PCA National's Secretary was now behind the wheel of
the Carrera GT. Later in the day I walked up to Manny to ask how he liked driving the GT and all he did was
give me a big smile.
After a photo stop, we headed to Pie Town for lunch. Pie Town consists of one building that is a restaurant and
they do have wonderful homemade pies. Since we had arrived an hour early, Steven had "door prizes" for
everyone on his tour, we had lunch and I think everyone had pie including a few that bought the a whole pie

to take home.
After lunch, Sharon tool over the driving so I could watch the scenery whiz by at 110 mph! Sharon told Steven
afterwards she wished she had her Piloti driving shoes on while driving those speeds. One thing that is a usual
occurrence in the area is thunderstorms in the afternoon. We could see we were heading right at one but
finding a place to pull off the road so we could put the top up while Porsches were flying by was a challenge.
Finally, we found a place and pulled off behind Manny, now driving someone's Boxster to put the top up but
then had to watch as we pulled back onto the road. When we got to I-40, I took back the driving for the run
back to Albuquerque, at the speed limit. Normally driving 340 miles on a tour would take all day but not at the
speeds, we were driving.
Friday's Gala Dinner was held at the "Albuquerque International Balloon Museum". The museum presents the
development of ballooning through historic, scientific and artistic objects reflecting worldwide achievements in
this field. The Balloon Museum's collection includes more than fifty historic and contemporary gondolas, many
accompanied by complete balloon systems. Following dinner, the People Choice Awards were presented from
the Concours including the Vic Elford Award for the Porsche that Vic; ESCAPE"S special guest liked the best.
Vic had chosen. King & Carol Clemons' 356 cabriolet from Ft. Collins, Co. with over 800,000 miles on it which
had their dog Kitka taking up the entire back seat.

Vern Rogers

Saturday morning found us lining up for the tour to Santa Fe for its museums & old town. Our tour took us
on the back roads up to Santa Fe's museum area. Unfortunately, the one Sharon had really wanted to visit,
the "Georgia O'Keeffe Museum" was closed for a week. Therefore, we headed downtown and spent the day
exploring many of the different galleries there. Coming back from Santa Fe, we took a beautiful drive down
Hwy. #14, also known as the "Turquoise Trail".

Saturday night "Final Banquet" was held at the Marriott and Vic spent most of the evening telling wonderful
tales of his driving experiences both in rallies and racing. He answered many questions from the room about
his favorite Porsche, favorite racetrack and his numerous highlights. The evening ended with an auction of a
poster of one of Vic's favorite racecars, a Porsche 917 signed by Vic raising $1200 for charity.

.
David Bunch

Vern Rogers

Sunday since Escape had officially ended; we met up with Cherryl, Steve, Vern and Susan and headed to

ride the Tram up to the top of Sandia Peak. The trip on the world's longest aerial tramway transports you
above deep canyons and breathtaking terrain a distance of 2.7 miles. At the top, your vantage point from the
observation deck atop 10,378 foot Sandia Peak in the Cibola National Forest affords an 11,000 square-mile
panoramic view of the Rio Grande Valley and the Land of Enchantment. Afterwards we said our goodbyes as
everyone was heading off in different directions for the trip back. Therefore, it was back to I-40 for the long
trip home.
ESCAPE 2009 will be held in Dayton, Ohio around Wright-Patterson Air Base and will be "Escape to
the Birthplace of Aviation".

Vern Rogers
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Vice President: Bill Walters, 415-412-2219, william@waltersarchitects.net
Treasurer: Lynn Walters, 415-516-8159, lynntillotsonwalters@yahoo.com
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